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In a world where choices abound, the pursuit
of one's true calling often stands as a beacon
of purpose. For some, it's the insatiable desire
to speak for the voiceless, to champion justice
for those who cannot champion themselves.
Such is the story of an individual who has
carved an inspiring path in the legal realm,
shaped not only by professional achievement
but by an unyielding commitment to values,
community, and self-discovery.

Meet Walter Silvester, an embodiment of
resilience, determination, and unwavering
compassion. As the Managing Director of
Silvester Legal LLC specialising in
shareholders and directors’ disputes, Walter
has spent close to two decades honing his
legal expertise. From a young age, the
echoes of an innate desire to champion the
cause of the downtrodden reverberated
within his heart. The spark ignited by the
prospect of becoming a beacon of hope for
those entangled in the complexities of the
legal system eventually set him on the path
to becoming a lawyer. 

rather than tread the well-worn trail of established law
firms. While he acknowledges the invaluable lessons gained
from prestigious firms like Lee & Lee, Rajah & Tann, and
Joseph Tan Jude Benny, the call of unchartered waters
beckoned.

"I enjoyed my experience at all the law firms I worked at,"
Walter shares. "However, as I became more capable,
particularly in commercial litigation, I found that my
learning curve had tapered off. I was looking for a new
challenge and starting my own law firm fit the bill. I liked
the idea that my success would be defined solely by my
own efforts."

Yet, Walter's journey as an entrepreneur was not without its
trials. The perennial quest for capable team members, akin
to finding gems in a vast mine, posed a constant challenge. 

FROM COURTROOM
TO LEADERSHIP
A Journey of Purpose, Persistence, and Personal Growth

I liked the idea of being a voice
for those who could not speak up
for themselves," Walter reflects.
Like many aspirants, he initially
gravitated toward criminal law,
but his journey evolved, leading
him toward the realm of
commercial law after several years
of practice.

However, Walter’s ambition didn't stop at
mastering the intricacies of the legal world.
Fuelled by a thirst for growth, he made the
audacious decision to forge his own path 



Still, Silvester Legal defied the odds,
assembling a team of driven and competent
individuals, steering their collective energy
toward a common purpose.

In the face of challenges, Walter and his
team stood resolute, confronting head-on the
tides of change brought by the COVID era
and its aftermath. The landscape of the legal
industry shifted, with inflation, remote work,
and technological evolution reshaping the
terrain. Yet, despite facing various challenges,
the biggest and most difficult obstacle to
overcome was the ongoing and difficult effort
required to keep a strong and steady level of
motivation. 

However, it's the unwavering commitment to
their clients that fuels Walter's perseverance.
"Every client that comes to us comes with a
need," he states emphatically. "They have an
issue, and they want our help. That is
motivation enough for me. I want to help my
clients. I want to ensure that they are
protected and can go about their lives without
fear, with confidence, assured that they have
an excellent legal team who have their backs."

Client satisfaction is not a mere goal; it's a
fundamental tenet of Walter's practice. One
success story that stands out is that of Deniyal
Bin Kamis, a testament to the firm’s
commitment to righting injustices. Deniyal's
plight, a victim of minority oppression,
showcases the firm's unwavering dedication to
securing justice for the marginalised.
Following a triumphant legal battle, Deniyal
emerged with a newfound hope, awarded
dividends, director's fees, and the prospect of
a secure retirement—a poignant reminder of
the power of resilience and the pursuit of
righteousness. 

Beyond the courtroom, Walter orchestrates an
environment of camaraderie and
collaboration within his firm. In the face of
challenges that would daunt many, he has
rallied a team that punches above its weight,
fostering a culture of shared determination
and unyielding motivation.

To foster professional growth, Walter believes
in nurturing individual interests and
specialisation within the legal realm. A
commitment to continuous learning is evident 

“Many cases
become personal

to us. We step into
the shoes of our

client and feel the
hurt and the call
for justice. It is

never just a job. It
is never just a file.
We are privileged
to be in a position

to help.” 
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through initiatives that encourage courses,
reading, and skill development. These are
underscored by his own penchant for books
that inspire not only legal acumen but also
personal development. “Two of my favourites,
which we have copies of at the firm library
are Atomic Habits by James Clear and Deep
Work by Cal Newport,” he added. 

Reflecting on his journey as both a lawyer
and entrepreneur, Walter takes immense
pride in his achievements, each milestone a
testament to his unwavering dedication.
Hailing from humble beginnings, with a father
who toiled as a construction worker for four
decades to provide for his eight children,
Walter's earliest memories are rooted in a
kampung (village) house on Jalan Kayu.
Grateful for the opportunities he has been
afforded, Walter remains forward-looking,
driven by a desire to create a legacy that
extends beyond himself. 

Beyond his legal endeavours, he is a devoted
family man, finding his greatest inspiration
and pride in his wife, children, and extended
family. 

With an acute awareness of his blessings,
Walter embraces an attitude of gratitude, a
quality that defines not only his character but
also his approach to life's diverse endeavours.

Walter's journey is a powerful example of
determination, breaking barriers, and leaving
a lasting impact on the world. In his own
words. When asked, what advice would he
give to individuals who are seeking to find
their own passions, he said, 

This creed reverberates as a clarion call to all
those who dare to explore their passions,
pursue their dreams, and etch their destinies
against the canvas of life's vast possibilities.

"Find your 'Why,'
throw caution to the
wind, and go for it!".  

Additionally, Walter has been honoured as
the 2023 Asia's Super 50 Disputes Lawyer by
Asian Legal Business, highlighting his
exceptional expertise and significant influence
on the legal field. His career, characterised by
notable achievements and a steadfast
commitment to justice, serves as an ongoing
source of inspiration.


